
The air is cool and crisp and the winter snows of 
the high mountains are giving way to the myriad 
green hues of springtime. It’s cherry blossom 
season in Asia. The practice of cherry-blossom 
appreciation dates back to the late eighth 
century in Japan, and while Japan has long been 

the quintessential destination for partaking in hanami, Taiwan’s 
springtime explosions of pink and white blossoms rank among 
the best in the world. Here are some of the best places to see 
Mother Nature’s spring spectacle.
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Taiwan
Travels

台灣3月春意盎然，粉色、紅色的櫻花紛紛盛開，掀起一股賞櫻潮。從北台灣的陽明山、淡
水、烏來到中台灣的日月潭、武陵農場，再到南台灣的阿里山，台灣各地春櫻綻放，讓旅人

沉浸於粉嫩世界中，美不勝收。

台灣賞櫻趣

Top Spots for Viewing
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The historic Alishan Mountain Railway  
takes passengers through low-altitude 
tropical plantations, subtropical tea fields 
and copses of Japanese cedar, and 
eventually into the cool pine forests.’’
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>  Alishan National Scenic Area
Set high in the mountains of southern Taiwan, Alishan National 
Scenic Area has been seducing visitors with its sea of clouds, 
bamboo groves, and enchanting sunrises and sunsets since the days 
of Japanese rule. Come mid-March, some 19,000 cherry trees put 
on arguably the best blossom-viewing show on the island.

The native Formosa cherry trees are the first to exhibit their 
bright pink flower clusters, followed closely by the pale 
blossoms of the Japanese alpine cherry. The 18,000 Yoshino trees 
that bloom in Alishan represent the largest grouping of this 
hybrid in Taiwan. When in full bloom, the entire tree appears to 
be coated in soft snow-white petals, sometimes kissed with the 
slightest hint of pink.

Opened in 1911 to transport timber, the historic Alishan 
Mountain Railway – dubbed a moving botanical garden by some 
– runs along a narrow-gauge track for 71.4km, climbing over 
2,000m along the way. One of the most relaxing ways to view 
Alishan’s seasonal spectacle, the three-and-a-half hour journey 
takes passengers through low-altitude tropical plantations, 
subtropical tea fields and copses of Japanese cedar, and 
eventually into the cool pine forests. 

>  Yangmingshan National Park
With much of its 115km2 area falling within Taipei City’s limits, 
Yangmingshan National Park offers some of the most convenient 
cherry-blossom views for travelers to the Taiwanese capital. But 
don’t be deceived by the convenience: Yangmingshan’s spring 
blossoms are worth traveling to see.

Starting as early as late January, the reddish-pink blooms of 
the Wushe red cherry burst from their buds, followed almost 
immediately by the deep pink Formosa cherries in mid-February. 
During early March, the mountain trails of Yangmingshan are 
dotted with Showa and Japanese flowering cherry trees, and the 
blossom season finishes up with a showing of calla lilies and 
Taiwanese cherries through early April.

As one of Taiwan’s most popular and accessible cycling 
spots, Yangmingshan during cherry-blossom season begs to be 
explored from the saddle of a bicycle. The park’s eight bike trails 
range from the short and steep 3.3km Mt. Zhongzheng Industrial 
Road to the 32.5km Yangjin Highway.

1 Alishan National Scenic Area 
is at its most beautiful in the 
springtime, when thousands 
of cherry trees bloom on the 
mountain slopes. 2 A short 
distance from Taipei City, Yang-
mingshan National Park makes 
a great place for a day trip. 
Cherry blossom trails are clear-
ly marked for the convenience 
of visitors.
1 春天造訪阿里山國家風景區，可欣
賞上千棵櫻花綻放山頭的繽紛景致。  
2  位於台北市郊的陽明山國家公園，
以完善的步道讓旅人近距離賞櫻。
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>  Wulai Hot Springs
The town of Wulai in New Taipei City, most famous for its hot springs, waterfalls 
and aboriginal culture, undergoes a metamorphosis in early spring, when the usual 
verdant colors transform into a riot of brilliant pinks and reds. The area’s 15,000 
trees consist of four varieties that bloom in sequence, starting with the crimson-
colored Fuji cherry and pale Japanese flowering cherry trees in early March. Next 
come the pink Formosan cherry and white Yoshino blossoms to wrap up the 
florescence in April.

For the best views, hop on the cable car in Wulai Waterfall Park. Suspended 
above the trees, the cable car gives a bird’s-eye view of the pink blossoms framing 
the 80m-high Wulai Waterfall. It’s also possible to enjoy the cherry blossoms by 
walking to the top of Huangshan Road toward the waterfall.
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1 Wulai is a small town in New Tai-
pei City that is famous for its hot 
springs and aboriginal culture. It’s 
also one of northern Taiwan’s best 
cherry blossom viewing spots. 2-3 
Sun Moon Lake in central Taiwan 
is the ancestral home of the Thao 
tribe. Throughout February and 
March, blossoming cherry trees 
can be seen around the lake and in 
the nearby aboriginal settlements.
1  以溫泉與原住民文化聞名的烏來，是
北台灣著名的賞櫻勝地。  2-3  位於中台
灣的日月潭為邵族的家鄉，每年2-3月日
月潭周邊櫻花綻放，美不勝收。

>  Nantou County
Nantou County in the geographical heart of Taiwan – the only landlocked county 
on the island – is home to central Taiwan’s biggest cherry blossom celebration at 
the Formosan Aboriginal Cultural Village near picturesque Sun Moon Lake. 
During the festival, the several thousand trees within the village, along with 
several hundred more lining the banks of the lake, begin to bloom, usually 
sometime in February. Most are of the endemic Formosan variety, making it one of 
the country’s most brightly colored displays.

Come sundown, the village hosts special night viewings, where each tree is 
illuminated individually with a colored light, giving the park an almost mystical, 
fairytale-like appearance. Taiwan’s highest aerial gondola, the Sun Moon Lake 
Ropeway, carries visitors over two mountain passes, with panoramic views of the 
lake and its cherry blossoms as well as the blossoms of the Formosan Aboriginal 
Cultural Village.

Elsewhere in the county, Puwu Highway – nicknamed the “Cherry Blossom 
Pathway” – is lined with thousands of cherry trees from Puli to the town of Wushe 
and on toward Lushan Hot Springs. In springtime, it’s one of Taiwan’s most scenic 
drives.
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Wuling Farm gets decked in 
trappings of pink as the mostly 
endemic cherry tree varieties – 
Formosan and Taiwanese – effloresce.
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Wuling Farm in Taichung County boasts some of the island’s most spec-
tacular mountain scenery. In addition to cherry trees, apple, pear, peach 
and other fruit trees come into bloom during the spring months.
坐落於群山間的武陵農場，除了櫻花，春天時也有蘋果花、梨花等果花綻放。P
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>  Wuling Farm 
Perched at an altitude of 1,740m to 2,100m above sea level sits 
Wuling Farm, a high-mountain agricultural region established in 
1963 to provide jobs for retired servicemen. Famous for its 
spectacular mountain scenery, Wuling Farm gets decked in 
trappings of pink as the mostly endemic cherry tree varieties – 
Formosan and Taiwanese – effloresce.

Cherry blossoms aren’t the only eye-catchers during the 
season, either. Throughout the spring, orchards of high-altitude 
fruit trees – peaches, pears and apples – add their own pink and 
white blossoms to the riot of color.

Elsewhere in Taichung County, Dongshi Forest Park – the 
Yangmingshan of Central Taiwan – has its own collection of 
Yoshino, Taiwanese and Fuji cherry trees that typically bloom in 
late January and February.
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Virtually ignored for most of the year, Tian Yuan 
Temple in New Taipei City’s Danshui district at-
tracts huge numbers of visitors in the springtime 
when the area’s many cherry trees come into 
bloom.
種植了上百株櫻花的淡水天元宮，每年都吸引大量的旅人
來此賞櫻。

>  In Taipei 
Visitors who don’t have time for a blossom-viewing trip out of the city have a couple 
of options right within the city limits. Near to Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall, 
located in Taipei’s Zhongzheng District, are park areas with cherry trees perfect for 
convenient and quick viewing in early March.

For a little culture to accompany the cherry blossoms, head to the riverside 
suburb of Danshui in northern Taipei, where Tian Yuan Temple’s Yoshino and 
endemic cherry trees put on their vibrant display later in the blooming season – 
typically starting in mid-March.

Beitou hot springs, one of Taipei’s top attractions, particularly when the 
weather is cool, has become another hotspot for cherry-blossom viewing. In recent 
years, many of the district’s residents have begun planting cherry trees outside their 
homes, and in mid-February, the area bursts into color. For the best views, take a 
stroll along aptly named Sakura Avenue before or after a therapeutic soak.
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Beitou hot springs, one of Taipei’s top 
attractions, particularly when the weather is 
cool, has become another hotspot for 
cherry-blossom viewing.
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